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An Emerging Approach to Area Studies Bridging Research and Practice
Foreword
In the two and a half years from November 2008 to March 2011, the Graduate School of Asian and 
African Area Studies, Kyoto University conducted a program for enhancing systematic education in 
graduate school, under the title “Field School Bridging Research and Practice: A Training Course 
for Asian and African Area Studies Specialists Who Will Contribute to Society.” In this program, 
academic staff supervised students’ fi eldwork in the Field School, the primary objective of which 
was on-site education. Staff supported the fi eldwork of graduate students mainly in the fi rst part of 
the doctoral course and at the same time carried out student-initiated joint research with students 
in the latter part of the doctoral course. The six papers contained in this special edition show some 
of the fruits of this student-initiated joint research.
For the student-initiated joint research, groups of graduate students were encouraged to establish 
broad topics covering Asia and Africa based on their own proposals, to locate their own research 
within this framework and to maintain a comparative perspective while conducting their research. 
Specifi cally, while making good use of fi eld stations scattered across Asia and Africa, the students 
planned and organized an international workshop to present the results of their research and 
supported efforts to give back to local communities. The six papers accepted through this journal’s 
refereeing process are part of the results from three broad topics: 1) Practicalities of Care (papers 
by Toda, Yoshimura, and Nakamura), 2) Urban Worlds Seen through Popular Culture (paper by 
Daimon), and 3) Comparative Studies of Miombo Woodland and Mopane Woodland in Southern 
Africa (papers by Teshirogi and Yamashina). 
These six papers are underpinned by the stance that various problems developing globally 
today can be understood from a local perspective on the basis of data gathered through long-term 
fi eldwork. Based on such a deep understanding, the members of the Practicalities of Care group 
depict how the disabled and the elderly, people seen as the weak of society in Japan and western 
countries, are leading active and independent lives in the regionally specifi c contexts of Cameroon 
(Toda’s paper), Thailand (Yoshimura’s paper), and Sri Lanka (Nakamura’s paper). A similar fi nding 
is reported by Daimon, a member of the Urban Worlds Seen through Popular Culture group. This 
paper examines the popular culture of the karioki shows performed mainly by young people living 
in Kampala, the capital of Uganda, which have changed young people in various ways in the past 
decade, and which have continued to create new forms of entertainment for urban residents. Such 
unceasing creativity and change is also apparent in the regionally specifi c mosaics created by the 
interactions of plants and animals with the local environment, as demonstrated in the papers by 
Teshirogi and Yamashina on the vegetational landscape and the impact of termite mounds on the 
mopane vegetation of Namibia.
The six papers bridge not only research and practice but also the various divisions of ASAFAS, 
forming a new forum for communication. By not only staying for extended periods in their own 
study areas but also by deepening their understanding of various other areas, researchers should 
be able to see their own research and fi elds in a wider perspective and thereby break new ground 
for area studies. 
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